MEDITERRANEAN   CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS
preparations for a great expedition against Africa. He is said to
have spent 9,000,000 solidi and equipped 1,100 vessels.
At Ravenna the Emperor Anthemius was rendered powerless
by Ricimer, the magister militiae. All that he could do was to delay
by negotiations (for he no longer had a fleet) the occupation of
Provence, which was threatened by Euric. The latter was already
the master of Spain and Gaul, which he had conquered as far as
the Loire (in 469).
The fall of Romulus Augustulus delivered Provence into the
hands of the Visigoths (476); and from this moment the whole
of the Western Mediterranean was lost.
When everything is taken into account, we may ask ourselves
how the Empire could have held out so long, and we cannot but
admire the obstinacy with which it resisted its destiny. A Majorian
who recaptured Lyons from the Burgundi and marched through
Spain upon Genseric is still worthy of admiration. For its defence,
the Empire could count only upon allies, who continually betrayed
it, like the Visigoths and die Burgundi, and mercenary troops
whose loyalty could not resist misfortune, and which found it
difficult to revictual themselves, since Africa and the islands were
in the possession of the Vandals.
The East itself was tkeatened along the Danube, and was power-
less. Its only effort was made against Genseric. Assuredly, if the
Barbarians had wished to destroy the Empire they had only to
agree among themselves, and they must have succeeded.1 But they
did not wish to destroy it
After Majorian (cL 461) there were none but contemptible
Emperors in Ravenna, living at the mercy of the Barbarian com-
manders and their troops of Suevi: Ricimer (472), and the Bur-
gundian Gundobald, who, having returned to Gaul in order to
become king over his people, was replaced by Orestes, of Hunnish
origin, who deposed Julius Nepos, and gave the throne to his
own son Romulus Augustulus. .
1 L HAtPHEN, op* din p« 35* speab inaccurately of the "rftethodictT efforts
of the Barbarians.
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